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ANNUAL REPORT 


a a . OFFICERS 
a Randolph h, N. 


1917 


ele By the Selectmen, Treasurer, Road Agent, School 
Board, School Board ‘Treasurer, Superin- 
tendent, and Trustees of Trust Funds. | 


° GORHAM, N. H.: 
OLD MOUNTAINEER PREss. 


1917, 


MUNICIPAL OFFICERS 


OF THE TOWN OF 


Randolph,N. 


FOR THE 


YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY 15 


1917 


By the Selectmen, Treasurer, Road me School 
Board, School Board Treasurer, Superin- 
tendent, and Trustees of Trust Funds. 


GORHAM, N. H. + 
OLD MOowUNTAINEER PREss. 


Paki 


2 TOWN OF RANDOLPH, N. H. 


BALANCE 
Town of Randolph. 
Assets. 

Cash. 
In hands of town treasurer (Do not include cash in 

BINK Ne, LUNGS) ere ye eu OES A Rann aaa pea ee es $341 49 
Accounts Due to the Town. 
Taxes not collected: (a) Levy of 1916............... aie 1,136 (72 


Due from State. 
(a) Joint highway accounts, unexpended balances 


in-state treasury eo Ae oe eee oe ci Rea 11 31 

(Di Bounties) .). eo Signe wea wre ems eee) gegen 18 20 
Due from County. 

(aur aupers DY]. oi.) aha son ees aes as ae ene ane fe oe 3 09 
POtaL ASSETS 0) ois). eure aioli ee bier) OC tee a Mere $1,510 81 
GSPANG total yu). i ee a AS SONOS $1,510 81 

Certificate. 


This is to certify that the information contained in this report 
was taken from official records.and is complete and correct to the 
best of our knowledge and belief. 

February 15, 1917. 

F. C. WOOD, 

T. S. LOWE, 

JOHN H. BOOTHMAN, 
Selectmen of Randolph. 


VYRON D. LOWE, Treasurer. 


REPORT OF SELECTMEN. 


SHEET. 
February 15, 1917. 
Liabilities. 
Accounts Owed by the Town. 
RESETS enti Lon isla a UM ade ee Ain s ee ap $183 36: 
Pmeeurstandging, due library <2)... 66. e ee eg ee cp ee ees 17 05 
Due to School Districts. 
SPE TEIO TIONEY 2.10 saa nhrre Bee ee Sas ea eas ees Bil 633 
State and town joint highway account. 
(a) Unexpended balances in state treasury.......... 11 31 
.(b) Unexpended balances in state treasury.......... 11 381 
Outstanding temporary loans in anticipation of taxes.. 300 00 
I MTIMILUIO RO Tea er ea dale e's. asc) cle widen eee ks $894 66: 
NN rsa SU DER ES Geol cial atin cs alae il ada 616 15. 
Ie Vers ee MAUL tebe eee sore 


$1,510 81 


Schedule of Town Property 


DESCRIPTION. 

1, Town hall, lands and buildings .................... 

Furniture and equipment ........... a re a 
2. Libraries, lands and buildings. | 

Furniture and equipment ..............-...+70+: 
5. Highway department, lands and buildings. 

TON et eens Ce win sg Sele ole age aes sn wie wn 
6. Parks, commons and playgrounds .....:.......-+-. 


VALUE. 
$1,000 00 
200 00 


50 00: 


50 00° 
200 00 


$1,500 0@ 


4 TOWN OF RANDOLPH, N. H. 


UNIFORM 
RECEIPTS AND 
Town of Randolph. 
Receipts. 
Current Revenue. 
From Local Taxes. | 
1. Property and poll taxes, current year............. $2,825. 25 
3. Property and poll taxes, previous year............ 1,082 48 
From State. 
5. For highways: 
(a) For state aid maintenance...................... 138 69 
(b) For state aid construction................ se saa 226. 80 
The EUR EIR CA X ces 2 as /s. Sigetits enon ate shai a te igi eee corer ee 284. 98 
SP OavINes: GAN SAX. Soles as cious ace ree ete tee ae 65 05 
Be Or OOUNTIOR <6). 2G 0 eG Ue ee eae a eee 23 00 
Pole eevern rey Tur | Ol Re ol ao a ee hese ae ra a 15 87 
Lane GeUCabion 5.0.5" Jw cea ok aha cee ene 100 00 
From Local Sources Except Taxes. 
ah. Hent-of town hall...) paeesue ae ee eee 18 00 
23../ pele of road: material . ogg ea Awe cae eee seein 5 00 
Receipts Other Than Current Revenue. 
24. Temporary loans in anticipation of taxes during 
ORT eerste eee aw wk woo asap ligin gue tpoee alte geet nea ae 300 00 
Total receipts from all sources..................000- $5,085 12 
Cash on hand at beginning of year.................... 600 54 


Grand total ,.c0¢i. 0. ooh ae haknice a en een $5,685 66 


REPORT OF SELECTMEN. 


CLASSIFICATION. 
PAYMENTS. | 
For the Year Ending February 15, 1917. 
SS ———— 
Payments. 
Current Maintenance Expenses. 
General Government. 
1. Town officers’ salaries and expenses... $46 50 
4. Care and supplies for town hall ....... 9 00 
Protection of Persons and Property. 
TEE es Gt os cary Dior aliens i ios a e+ « 18 20 
Health. 
10. Health department .................. 11 IA 
Highways and Bridges. 
12: “State aid maimtenance................ 277 38 
ii Lown maintenance... te eee 1,114 31 
Education. 
17. Libraries (Payments to school districts 
should be reported under number 45) 57 95 
Charities. 
BW) DOO lo.) hoki ee ke gees 1 40 
SE OUML VY POO Tn. Been e's 3 09 
Total] current maintenance expenses.... $1,538 97 


Outlay for New Construction and Permanent Improvements. 


81. Highways and bridges, state aid con- 
PEPUCEMANT Rete cee ss ce ee eek es $690 60 


Total outlay paymenrts.................. 
Payments to Other Governmental Divisions. 


are Laxes paid to state’... .........0.0000% $3897 50 
Meee axes paki tO county... 6. ee cele’ 322 63 
45. Payments to school districts.......... 1,615 87 
46. Overpaid by state tax of 1915........ 778 60 


Total payments to other governmental 
OVE TE oe, ee Soe One een ae PR 


Total payments for all purposes ........ 
men on hand at end of year ......-....... 


$5,685 66 


Re TCO ts a rel ots ait. mae d 


$690 60 


$3,114 60 


$5,344 17 


341 49 


ih) 


1916 


Mch. 24, 


Apr. 8, 
May 26, 
June 19, 


PA Os 
July 29, 
Aug. 1, 
10, 


Sept.14, 

19) 
Oct. 238, 
Nov. 11, 


15, 
29, 


Dec. 1, 


1917 
Jan. 


Feb.*' 3; 


4, 
14, 


8 
‘Treasurer’s Report 


Receipts. 


COSI IN CPOASUIEY iy te cleo ga he Wnts eh Riana vt tel eee 
UI SOOO VTL LT irae een ravek woe Suc aon ola Te lool ialerat eds eteky : 
RaOoiReed, 'colectoriiis <a: cs vunae eeu Rete 
Hedgehog bounties ................000- 
RC. Reeds catlector. oy eee eee 


66 


a re) 


Ce ee) 


66 


Cr ce ec 


From state highway department, maintenance 


SCACS Bic irae ala a ees ee 
Ro G. Reed, collector yi ii eterna oe 


66 


6/8 6p hk OS. 8S Cee Oe ee 8) eee 
oeoewr wm vr ener ee ee ere em eeneeene 


Ce | 


From state highway appropriation .........., 
From state highway, maintenance state aid .. 
Ki. ©. Reed, collectoraeny. Siete ie eee 


66 


eee ee ewww wee ee 


66 


State highway department appropriation..... 
From selectmen, use town hall............... 
State highway dep’t, maintenance State aid.. 
Railroad tax i jawiiad Wee a ee 
Savings Bank tax’ \ Js ldy esate ens emns 
Literary fund... i... scaly one 
SCHOOLTUNG 1.) se disc vs bola eee ea ne 


Highway department, maintenance state aid . 
Highway department appropriation .......... 
Ri CO. Reed) eoblector i eccy oie penning 
Highway department, maintenance state aid. 
Gorham Savings Bank, note...........s0ce00s 
I...) Cross, nigh WaVavarnsnss aes ikea Me classied 
Benedict, High Way... dv ssusaawisuwaaety Mia anne 
R.i G2, Reed; collector :itintceccxi aes cae 


“Lotal Peceiptg in Fc dade cee Gan aia ait onoeen Rae ae 


$600 54 
3 00 
189 04 
23 00 
184 10 
225 75 
181 90 


81 50 
464 93 
294 60 
146 16 

1,099 00 
100 00 

22 25 
247 40 
362 15 
177 66 

75 00 

15 00 

58 94 
284 98 

65 05 

15 87 
100 00 
226 88 


21 50 
37 43 
69 66 
9 50 
300 00 
3 00 
2 00 
38 50 


$5,671 29 


Apr. 


May 


1 
2 


REPORT OF TREASURER. 


Payments. 


. S. Lowe, school purposes.................. 
WE eIRG YS MOT WAY, fee es La. We 
POH ERGEO LID WAV Vee ie bec Ae re LUMPUR aats « 
. S. Lowe, school purposes................5. 
. 8. Lowe, highway, breaking roads......... 
LS LIOWE,  CIBIUWAYE Gere MES. CUA. Khe Rigi os . 
Pfs buzzell.} nt 
Arthur Hunt, ‘ 
29, T. S. Lowe, a 


eeoeere eee ee eee eerie es oe ee eo 


@eoer eee eee eee eee ee ww www 


eoecee eee se ee ee ee ee wee eee we 


5, Ravine House Co., balance on watering trough, 


or) 


~ 


7 
9 
5 
9 


“ 


HOHHOArre 


’ 


’ 


: 


F. 
F. 


PEL VATS a eet Se Cee ere es ie OM Dee AMT 


Ingalis; town reports...) i..1.6-0060 feted es 
Ingalls, envelopes wi noel cis ee ny nolo 


The Granite State Publishing Co., books...... 


. M. Willis, bookease ..... PARAL LD gs UNMET Hi! 9 
. M. Watson, cleaning town hall lot......... 


Maw atson, ‘food for tramp fins ane aas. 
Be Buzzelh high way 1 2u Oe ee aa, ek 
waeMiiner high way). 66.00 J. SOP 
. S. Lowe, school purposes.................. 
euazell, Mehway so PS as 
po astman,wsupplies ee ey) ee ee pes 


it, Fred Kelsey, highway, maintenance state aid. 
18, E. C. Reed, highway, maintenance state aid.. 
18, Walter Simonds, highway.................... 
26, E. C. Reed, state aid;.maintenance highway. 


Fred Kelsey, i tf 
T. S. Lowe, Vi Hi : 
T. S. Lowe, part pay, services as town clerk. 


es 


S. Lowe, part pay, services as selectman.. 


Vernon Lowe, hedgehog bounty.............. 
ee Ue COG UINIDO Way Wide AMT | Uh, SL 
poner. Mabel Lowe, librarian (090i ee a 
meeerenir, Lucker, highway eieiuas ues ae 
Sarah Boothman, highway................... 


Ais 


S. Lowe, school purposes.... ............. 


George Stillings, hedgehog bounties.......... 
foe te Reed high way wie ik, wee, a 
ed SMLUNEY MITA WAY ssid OL pea tales one 
20, T. S. Lowe, highway, maintenance fund ..... 
The United Construction Co., drag........... 
24, T. S. Lowe, school purposes.................. 
Vernon Lowe, hedgehog bounties ............ 


6é ¢é 


eeoeebsvieweee 


66 6é 


Wm, (6) 0. 16) 6d, 0: 0) e 8 e 


$100 00 
3 00 

14 00 
100 00 
16 00 
12 00 

5 00 

6 00 

39 00 


1 50 
15 00 
1 75 
10 20 
14 25 
1 50 
50 

50 00 
3 00 
100 00 
100 00 
5 13 
12 00 
6 00 
22 50 
5 00 
417 
13 380 
15 00 
10 00 
20 

14 50 
11 50 
5 00 
8 00 
100 00 
1 60 


8 


TOWN OF RANDOLPH, N. H. 


July 1, T. S. Lowe, for debt on schoolhouses......... 


3, C. E. Buzzell, Bara rile eer thn rue arias 5 Airy 


Arthur Tucker, “highwayen's: . os... Wea 


R. S. Barnes, ba ies Gv ca sic tiag hyde dg rg Sars AL | A i Sy 


15, C. E. Hunt, highway, state aid.............. 


21, T. S. Lowe, sy 


eevee e ee ees ee eo 


Joseph Russell, 
T. S. Lowe, gravel, highway, state aid work. 
Joseph Russell, highway, state aid........... 
Bertha Coulter, cleaning town hall........... 


24, T. A. Milner, highway, state aid............ 


29, R. S. Barnes, 


C. E. Buzzell, SIN @ eae 4ctpelth Ay He Mee a ae Rea 
Vernon Lowe, state aid sath! eee) 
Vernonsboawenyn v4 ie feos ae ee ee 


Age. 5,'Penn Metal: Come. bic. clink Sere cate neremenes 
18, George Stillings, hedgehog bounties ......... 


Sept..8, C.K. Buzzell,. highwaly iui. ss Ae ee ; 


Oct. 


Dec. 


16, Fred Kelsey, highway, state aid ............. 
22, M.°E. Packard)) tuning piano ie Fee ee 
25, ©...) Buzzell) highwag ie aie. Sea eee 
25, Fred Kelsey, highway, state aid ............. 


Fred Kelsey, highway, state aid maintenance 
James McKenzie, highway, state aid......... 
J. McKenzie, highway, state aid maintenance 


28, Thomas Milner, highway, state aid........... 
29, T..S. (Lowe; highway istaterad gt ek ee 


Fred Kelsey, burying offal from three cattle.. 


2; Mabel Lowe, ‘librarian: swans Ales eae 
ay: G.yBastman, suppliess..064 ai Naaee eee 
7, Fred Kelsey, highway, state aid.............. 


Fred Kelsey, hedgehog bounties.............. 
Harry Lowe, hedgehog bounties.............. 
T, Si:Lowe, highway. siws. sid ee eee 
Lyman Flynn, highway, state aid maintenance 
Lyman Flynn, highway, state aid maintenance 


10, F. F. Reed, work done by Bruno Martin, high- 


way, state aid’. hohe ee ee 


21, T. S. Lowe, school purposes ................. 
Nov. 8, State treasurer, overpaying railroad tax ..... 


T. S. Lowe, highway maintenance ........... 
T. S. Lowe, highway, state aid .............. 


29, E.'O. Gilbert ecounty tax... osuueeee eee ae 


4 
6 
7 


’ 


> 


> 


State Car cGce tesa esee ae. ie ia 
T. S. Lowe, school purposes.................- 
T. A. Milner, highway state aid.............. 
F.C: Wood, shighwayies syd) i eee 
F. C. Wood, postage stamps ................- 


$400 00 
21 63 
129 37 
19 00 
3 00 
52 00 
200 00 
22 70 
11 50 
5 00 

4 00 
13 50 
285 50 
1 00 

1 00 
52 57 
2 80 
100 00 
11 81 
2 50 
100 00 
3 387 

6 75 
25 68 
4 50 

2 50 
150 00 
5 00 
15 50 
1 31 

9 00 
40 

40 

21 50 
4 50 
23 48 


7 33 
100 00 
778 60 
100 00 

75 00 
322 63 
397 50 
100 00 

8 75 
33 81 

2 00 


& 


9 REPORT OF TREASURER. 


Dec. 7, F. C. Wood, keeping tramps 


baie) Wiel e Se iow we Se fa 16 ie: 


Bimmer? VV GOO ANION) WAV s tus te) Ps ihe eae weld ee 


F. C. Wood, care of cemetery 


Oe 00, OC 66 pt 6 6 5 oe 


Walter Simonds, bounty on two bears........ 
Topas. eed,highway, state aid... 20.2.0. 2. ua 

See CCU UIP WAV de os bcd los dies de 
Meee UD Wee OOS Ce ud BN oe 
23, Leon Lowe, four years as supervisor........ 
eT Net LOWE DLATIAN Gree es Hes ee lis ca ce oak 


1917 
Jan. 8, Thomas Milner, highway 


eee ere 


ee ee 


10, T. S. Lowe, schools, viz., $15.87 «literary fund, 


$100 superintendent’s salary 


of ee eee ew eee eee 


ere LAS. ION WAY jis auth edie vs <o elm sie oie 4 


E. C. Eastman, six check lists 


oe ec eee ee eee aera ee 


B. & M. Railroad, to Portland, Me., for 

Soy SPER 20 2 BUN Cat fea) gags es eal ec GA RYO, 

Meee ees, LOWE SCNOOIS. ook hod ok ae Fae k vies ee 
Mens. PO We, SCHOOIR (oo 02 Joico line abu. Oe 
PPR EAT fon ety tee oy oe) ey sal bel duc. w ol Cae 


Respectfully submitted. 
VYRON D. LOWE, Treasurer. 


Randolph, N. H., February 15, 


1917. 


5 00 


115 87 
29 00 
95 


3 09 
100 00 
200 00 
341 49 


$5,671 29 


9 
Road Agent’s Report 

Amount raised 2.5 28.00. ei. A NIRA DRIER PD AuAe NON ag GT a $1,500 00 
From Benedict, for culvert ................0.2cec cece’ 2 00 
From Cross, forieulvertiiiie (cis hee iar 3 00 
$1,505 00 

For permanent roads yee el oe ea $378 00 

For repair of state road... 4 sa 150 00 
$528 00 
BOVACENGL. SUSE eee Wiadla el wlecala jae revet vale vas Meeps $977 00 
Thomas Miner iy ee Rah Hae ecaae a ate a 8 00 
PORT Neh oe ee UU a Rae Oe, GRE oh ara eae 5 00 
Walter Simonds ee ei We Para ee er ae NE OO a 22 80 
Sarah Booth man ee 25 Wi oeamem nal t veet Va kos ea cent ta aaa a 8 00 
BE CW OO a i Oe ONT CR TEE SS IE 38 81 
Frank Reediy ii) fel RR EE Oe eh ee 41 50 
GB BUZZe os ON Ss Ie a an a 764 87 
Arthur Pucker: ie el Ua a ea oar ate ae 26 63 
MV GTNOTi LOW Oe chee alata care tale Beals sical a eee 1 00 
Ro SWBALNS 2 ae PE ON et ae Ue 382 50 
dP Bolt Bod Ren MMM UALR aii de LINE Nei! Et Ek 78 50 
United: Construction Coa ae ee eee 25 00 
Penn Metal-Vo'y i ee et ae ee ee ea 52 oa 
” $1,104 88 
Overdralt ye iw a ye i AS ae Da 127 88 
$977 00 


C. E. BUZZELL, Road Agent. 
Randolph, N. H., February 15, 1917. 


lp 
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Report of School Board 


Receipts. 


A MOUNG TAISed DY AW Ws cole c. coon ne erent canes De ne 
Amount voted by district ...... pee are er ao ha ete 
Amount voted Lor DOoKSy Cie iy bse os oo acess oe ae 
Amount voted for high school tuition..... Aes ae a: 
Amount voted for superintendent’s salary............. 
Amount from state, superintendent’s salary .......... 
Amount voted for officers’ salaries................... “ 
Amount voted:to: pay debt 24 ....a... vaio Gee 
savings Bank tax. Wen cs) Pe ate ea aeaenre a eee 
sneer PPD AS GaN ae MIM SPO Mb Rm, MEME ee Gi 


Paid'school treasurer)... See ee re eee 
Overdrawmin 1915/20 4 ee ee ee 
Balanceronhand: 0 200220 s ee ee ee 


$397 50 
375 00 

75 00 
110 00 
100 00 
100 00 


$1,668 42 


$1,615 87 
27°79 


$1,668 42 


It is recommended by the school board that the selectmen assess 


$75 for books and supplies, $30 for officers’ services, 
high school tuition. 
FLORENCE G. WOOD, 
EDITH W. BOOTHMAN, 
C. E. HUNT, 
School Board of 


Randolph, N. H., February 15, 1917. 


and $110 for 


Randolph. 


School ‘Treasurer’s Report 


Cash on hand, February 15, 1916 
From town treasurer 


V. D. Lowe, order, services, 1914 
Esther Jolbert, order, teaching 


Ruth Caird, 


Paul King, plumbing 
C. H. Hobbs, supplies 
E. E. Babb & Co., supplies 
Ruth Caird, order, teaching 
Esther Jolbert, 
* Vernon Lowe, building fires 
Murray Simonds, building fires 
Edith Boothman, services 
J. H. Boothman 
Ruth Caird, order, teaching 
Esther Jolbert, 
Thompson, Brown & Co., supplies 
C. G. Hamlin, supplies a 
Esther Jolbert, 


Ruth Caird, 
Ruth Caird, 


6é 


ée 


66 


order, teaching 


oe 


6é 


Florence Wood, services 


Minnie Peltier, cleaning schoolhouse 
Murray Simonds, building fires 
Esther Jolbert, order, teaching 
Charlie Reed, building fires 
MET OACKSON, fIYC. 2.5. a lec ce cece ec wees ees to 


J. H. Boothman, repairs 


Fred Kelsey, sanitary 
Houghton, Mifflin Co 
Vernon Lowe, building fires ......... 0. ccc cc ec eceseees 
E. E. Babb & Co., supplies 
E. Libby & Sons Co., supplies 
Violet Hindel, 
Violet Hindel, 


teaching 


cé 


Receipts. 


eoeoee eee eee eee eee eeerereeoevreeseseereee 


Payments. 


eoreeeeee es eeesee es 


eoeereeceer ee ees eee ees reese eos ees eee e@ 


eres e eee ee ee eee ew eee eo ee sees eee 


eereereserec ees eee eee eee & 


eerere sees ee ee esas eee 


ceoeow eee eee ee ose er eer ee eee ees eee e oe ee eeeoe 


eoeceoer eer eee ee eee ss ee 


eoececeereeee ese eereoe ese eee ees eee ee oe 


esceeeeces eee eee & 


eeoeceee er ee ese ee @ 


ececereeoesee eee eee ee see ee eee eee 


ere eee eee eee ee ee ee ee 


@@1.0)-6) 6.8) 0) @ 0) 6) 6. \e 678 6) 6) Gl © #6) 616 6 0 a 0! e's, 0 @ 


oo eee eevee ee eee eres ee eee ee eee ee ee 


eeceveerseesesreeeeere ee ee epee eee eee eee 8 


eoeereereeree er ee eee eee ee 


e a 66° @ 6 ele © 6 6 8 616 6 8 Sere © Oe 8 te 6 Hes 


eC waked & 9 #16 €..6 @ 66 6 016 6 be 16 0 6 6% 6 & 8 4 


eeceoeee ree eee eee 
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Violet Hindel, highway 
F. W. Jackson, fire 


V. D. Lowe, carrying scholars 


Fred H. Kelsey, sanitary 
E. S. Cross, order 


Murray Simonds, building fires 


Violet Hindel, teaching 


Murray Simonds, building fires 


E. E. Babb & Co., supplies 
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A. E. Leavitt, superintendent’s salary................ 
Mrs. C. J. Heath, carrying scholars................... 


Violet Hindel, teaching 
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. 5. Lowe, 
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treasurer 
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. S. Lowe, postage and stationery ................... 


ash to balance 
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T. S. Lowe, wood for schools 
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Respectfully submitted. 
T. S. LOWE, School Treasurer. 
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Report of the Superintendent 


To the School Committee: 
I have the honor to submit my third annual report. 


Chapter 17 of State Superintendent H. C. Morrison’s last biennial 
report treats so admirably of elementary schools, especially rural 
schools, and the quality of work done therein, and these matters 
being so pertinent to the present school situation, I shall quote Mr. 
Morrison at some length. Nothing that I know of could bring 
before the attention of the people with greater force a line of 
thought so valuable as this. 


Quality of Work in the Public Schools. 


‘‘After we have got our children into school and kept them there, 
the matter of supreme interest is, ‘What kind of work is done in 
the school?’ And this question can not be answered with anything 
like the precision with which we answer questions relating to en- 
rollment. The question of the quality of education is perhaps the 
most productive of endless dispute and disagreement of all our 
public questions. People are content to indulge in interminable 
races of opinion to which there can be no definite outcome. Edu- 
cational science has not yet reached a stage at which precise meas- 
urements can be applied at all points to the work of the schools, 
although good progress is being made and in not a few respects 
very definite measurements can now be applied. Whatever I have 
to report in this chapter is based upon conclusions drawn from ob- 
servation and inspection though not in all cases upon measured 
facts. Consequently, the report has simply the value which it may 
derive from public confidence in the credibility of the observer and 
in his competency in drawing conclusions. 

‘‘Whether in elementary or in higher schools the standard by 
which the work is judged is its capacity to produce active thinking 
in the pupils under instruction. 

% 


The Elementary Schools. , 


‘*Blementary schools, and teachers, as we know them in this de- 
partment, fall naturally into four groups, which I describe in the 
order of excellence from lowest to highest. 

1. ‘‘We have the teacher whose highest conception of his or her 
office is the ringing of the bell, the assignment of lessons, keeping 
a semblance of order, and dismissing the school as soon as the time 


16 TOWN OF RANDOLPH, N. H. 


of day will warrant. This school is very commonly ‘‘kept’’ by an 
ignorant, not infrequently semi-illiterate, person and sometimes 
worse, who is frankly engaged in keeping school for the meagre 
financial return involved and nothing more. Of course sucha 
school is a school in name only. The children derive no profit, and, 
since it is sometimes rotten with immorality, it is a curse to the 
community rather than a blessing. Let us call these schools fourth 
class. 


2. ‘‘Next in order though very much better than the schools of 
this lowest class, are those schools in which there are teachers 
whose consistent aim is in the direction of real teaching, but who 
lack the requisite knowledge of skill or address to make their 
teaching effective in the best sense. Such schools when properly 
supervised very commonly become good schools and even excellent 
schools. Without supervision, such schools are apt to become ex- 
tremely insufficient, and not infrequently in effect but little better 
than those of the fourth class. We will call them third-class 
schools. 


3. ‘‘Better than these schools ordinarily, but not so good as the 
best of the class last named, are a decreasing number of schools 
which are mechanical in type, usually in charge of veteran teach- 
ers who have never had any professional training and possessed of 
little or no insight into the principles of the educative process. 
Scholastically, the effect of schools of this type is very rarely 
stimulating to the pupils and very little genuine growth results. 
Pupils are apt to be well grounded in the three R’s which is a good 
and eminently desirable thing, but they seldom show interest in 
their work, they seldom acquire much power to think, and they 
rarely acquire the broad and generous outlook on life which is on 
the whole the best gift which the public schools have to bestow. 
Discipline and moral tone in these schools is ordinarily better than 
in either of the preceding. I rate them as among our better 
schools, because they accomplish what they profess. It is very 
much better that children should behave themselves while in school 
and acquire a sound and effective grasp upon the three ‘R’s,’ even 
if they do not acquire very much moral strength or much capacity 
to think, than that they should acquire none of these and still not 
conduct themselves well while in school, nor acquire an educated 
capacity for thinking. These are second-class schools. 


A. ‘The best of all our schools are an increasing class taught by 
well trained teachers of native capacity, properly supervised, pur- 
suing a program of study which is at least up-to-date, housed in 
buildings which are themselves calculated to stimulate and develop 
a refined taste in all that pertains to the material surroundings of 
life. Such schools very frequently fail to meet the exacting stand- 
ards of the citizen who thinks that ability to measure a pile of wood 
and give its contents in cord feet is the foundation stone of education. 


REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT. 17 


They very commonly fail to produce accomplished writers of Eng- 
lish at the age of fourteen, but they do recognize the incidence of 
the impossible in education with an increasing degree of exactness, 
they do equip children with a fair capacity to think in terms of the 
world in which the children are going to live, and they do give 
children a broad outlook upon life which is at times surprising. In 
the so-called fundamentals, the children are taught and taught to 
think with a better grade of efficiency than has ever before been 
the case. Ofcourse, the fourteen-year-old boy who has studied 
arithmetic which he will need to know and has omitted the arith- 
metic which has long ceased to have any concrete meaning, will 
not compare favorably with the country youth of twenty who once 
attended the ‘common school’ winters and ciphered on abstruse 
arithmetical gymnastics year after year with little or no attention 
to anything else, witha heart single to the purpose of acquiring 
the ability to ‘stick the teacher,’ when judged by the standards of 
the latter. But then, our youth of twenty would make a sorry fig- 
ure in the eyes of competent and impartial judges if he were 
weighed in the balance with the modern fourteen-year-old, and 
judged by the standards of the latter. 


‘‘Our efforts for better schools can be summarized as efforts to 
eliminate schools of the fourth class, to transform schools of the 
third class into schools of the first class, and to replace schools of 
the second class with schools of the first class as opportunity is 
presented. To this end is all our training of teachers, our exten- 
sion of supervision, our improvements in schools buildings, our con- 
servation of child life.’’ 


Comment on the Above Quotation. 


It is a reliable, trustworthy, timely bit of educational literature 
from an entirely competent and experienced man familiar with 
schools in the state of New Hampshire. It shows what our schools 
have been, are, and what they ought to be. People who read it 
thoughtfully should have no difficulty in visualizing just such types 
of schools as it describes. We have all seenthem. Three years 
ago our own schools were undeniably of the third class herein de- 
scribed. The question of supreme importance at this time is, 
‘‘What are they now and what should be done to bring them wholly 
into the group of first-class schools?’’ There remains but one 
thing to bring about this very desirable end, namely, pay better 
salaries and hire better trained and experienced teachers. If this 
is done the schools of the town of Randolph should equal the best 
to be found inthe state. It should be entirely unnecessary for 
parents to send their children to Whitefield to prepare for high 
school. Rural schools, equipped as well as ours are at present, 
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with the exception of the teacher, offer possibilities in education 
far exceeding those of the best city, ‘‘graded,’’ systems. 
Respectfully submitted. 
J. E. WIGNOT, 


Superintendent of Schools. 


Vital Statistics. 


Whole number of pupils registered:....................00005 21 
BO SiGe) ES BS RR Ce CR 92 ita Sk ae a 12 
CUBIS are SUNS Res TNS ANS a ene Oe 9 

Perieentiof: attendance oa ees So a 93 

Number of pupils not absent or tardy...................006: 0 


Number of cases of tardinesseS...............ccccecccecccce 18 
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